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About APNED 
 
 
"...Environment defenders seek to 
uphold the right to a safe, and 
sustainable environment as well 
as their continuing access and 
control of common resources for 
survival, yet they are under at-
tack. It is in this context that the 
Asia Pacific Network of Environ-
ment Defenders (APNED) was 
formed in 2018. 
 
APNED is a campaign network of 
individuals, civil society groups, 
and peoples’ organizations in the 
Asia Pacific region with 6 Points 
of Unity and 8 Collective Objec-
tives. 
 
Read more about us 
 
Contact us at :  
info@apned.net 
apned@protonmail.com  
 
 
Become a Member  
 
 
 
Support Our Network  
 
 
Sign-up to our mailing list   
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Attack Against Environmental Defenders Quadrupled  
In First Month of Election Season  

Press Release, 1 March 2022  
Kalikasan People's Network for the Environment (Kalikasan PNE) Contact: secretariat@kalikasan.net   

Environmental activist 

group Kalikasan People’s 

Network for the Environ-

ment (Kalikasan PNE) re-

vealed that the number of 

environmental defenders 

suffering human rights vi-

olations quadrupled after 

the start of the electoral 

campaign season in Febru-

ary, raising concern that 

election related violence 

might be deliberately tar-

geting defenders. 

 

“There is a 483% spike in 

the number of environmen-

tal defenders under attack 

and a 350% increase in inci-

dents after the formal elec-

toral campaign season start-

ed. We urge the Filipino 

public to demand both cur-

rent and future government 

leaders to address the plight 

of our heroic defenders ob-

scured by the election’s fog 

of war,” said Leon Dulce, 

national coordinator of 

Kalikasan PNE. 

 

Among the incidents the 

green group monitored was 

the recent arrest of commu-

nity health practitioner Dr. 

Naty Castro, and the massa-

cre of five indigenous 

Lumad advocates Chad Booc 

and the rest of the ‘New Ba-

taan Five.’ They worked 

against large-scale mining 

projects in the country’s 

mining capital region, Cara-

ga. 

 

On February 18, seven for-

est rangers of the Masungi 

Georeserve were physically 

assaulted by illegal land 

grabbers intruding into the 

world-renowned conserva-

tion area. 

 

On February 23, the protest 

camp of 236 agrarian re-

form beneficiaries in a 200-

hectare agricultural land ar-

ea in Concepcion, Tarlac 

was burned down in an ar-

son attack. Standing to gain 

from the attack is the land 

cooperative disputing the 

continued on page 6 
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Statement of #Courageon Coalition  
On the Arrest of Dr. Maria Natividad Marian “Naty” Castro 

Signatories: 

Move.PH 

Center for Trade Union and Human Rights (Philippines) 

Coalition for People's Right to Health 

Council for Health and Development 

Crispin B. Beltran Resource Center 

ecuvoice Philippines 

Health Action for Human Rights 

Human Rights Online Philippines 

In Defense of Human Rights and Dignity Movement 

Institute for Occupational Health and Safety Development 

K4 Kilos na para sa Kalusugan, Kabuhayan at Karapatan 

Kalikasan (People’s Network for the Environment) 

Kapatid - Families and Friends of Political Prisoners 

Karapatan 

LILAK (Purple Action for Indigenous Women's Rights) 
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area affiliated to the local 

Villanueva political clan.  

 

On February 27, a gun at-

tack seriously injured out-

going Infanta municipality 

mayor Filipina Grace Amer-

ica. America was a staunch 

opponent of the Kaliwa 

Dam, which threatened to 

submerge thousands of hec-

tares of forestlands and the 

thousands of indigenous 

Dumagat families residing 

in them. 

 

The latest incident was just 

last evening of February 28, 

when police illegally arrest-

ed Agnes Mesina, a church 

lay worker and political ac-

tivist who have long been 

involved in anti-mining 

campaigns in the Cagayan 

Valley region. 

 

International watchdog 

group Global Witness re-

cently noted the growing 

trend across ‘Global South’ 

countries holding national 

elections this 2022 like the 

Philippines, Brazil, and Co-

lombia where environment 

and climate issues are ur-

gent electoral concerns, but 

where land and environ-

mental defenders working 

to resolve these crises are 

suffering the worst human 

rights abuses. 

 

“We hope the current elec-

toral hopefuls walk their 

talk of environmental and 

climate concern by standing 

with our embattled defend-

ers. We should call out the 

worsening violence they 

face and demand accounta-

bility from the outgoing 

public authorities,” ended 

Dulce.# 

continuation Attack Against... 
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The Kinipan Struggle Goes On!  
By Ayu Kusuma  

Image taken by Walhi Central Kalimantan on the first protest on January 31, 2022  
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#Save Buxwaha 
National Green Tribunal Stays  

 Felling of Trees in Buxwaha Forest, Amid Public Uproar  
by Renuka Kad  

Image:  Mongabay India 
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Your Excellencies, distin-

guished speakers, honoura-

ble members and dele-

gates. 

 

It is a privilege to be invit-

ed to speak to this consul-

tation prior to CSW66 and 

to amplify the voices of 

members of the Asia Pacif-

ic Forum on Women, Law 

and Development (APWLD) 

spreading across 30 coun-

tries in Asia and the Pacif-

ic, including my own or-

ganisation ALGA – Rural 

Women’s Association, Kyr-

gyzstan. 

 

Women in Asia and the Pa-

cific in all their diversities 

are confronting the wors-

ening climate crisis on a 

daily basis, and the evi-

dence of its adverse im-

pacts and struggles of 

women on the ground has 

been reiterated in the na-

tional progress reports of 

many Member States dur-

ing the Beijing+25 review. 

Cambodia is ranked as one 

of the most vulnerable 

countries in the world to 

climate change and disas-

ters with the least capacity 

to adapt. Bangladesh has 

reported that the climate 

crisis is adversely affecting 

women’s health, lives and 

livelihoods, particularly 

due to the ‘rising water sa-

linity and loss of water and 

sanitation facilities ’. In the 

Pacific, Fiji and the Mar-

shall Islands are trying to 

survive despite having 

more and more uninhabita-

ble islands. The countries 

also reported that ‘women 

have lost income from tra-

ditional livelihoods due to 

drought and have been in-

ternally displaced due to 

climate induced natural 

disasters. My country, Kyr-

gyzstan, has witnessed a 

rapid  average temperature 

increase of 8 degrees Celsi-

us during this century.  

 

It became clearer every 

day that many countries in 

Asia and the Pacific region 

are experiencing existen-

tial threat due to the cur-

rent climate catastrophe.  

 

Yet, we are witnessing how 

critical negotiations to 

tackle climate emergencies 

such as the COP26 remain 

dominated by the fossil 

fuel industry, the main sec-

tor behind 85% of the glob-

al climate issues. During 

the negotiations, women 

along with many Member 

Countries from Asia and 

the Pacific were voiceless 

and underrepresented as a 

result of vaccine inequity 

and colonialistic approach 

of the UK government, one 

among the countries ac-

countable to put all of us in 

this fast-track to the cli-

mate apocalypse. We are 

deeply concerned about the 

increasing corporate grip 

in climate negotiations and 

the continuous promotion 

of business as usual hiding 

behind the so-called 

‘climate ambitions ’ op-

pressing women and violat-

ing their human rights.  

 

Feminists and grassroots 

women’s movements con-

tinue to present substantial 

analysis on how the cur-

rent system needs to be re-

Opening Statement at CSW66 Regional Consultation  
by Olga Djanaeva  

Asia Pacific Forum on Women  

continued on page 15 

“Feminists and grassroots women ’s movements  
cont inue to present substant ial  analysis  

on how the current  system needs to be redef ined  
to achieve Environmental  Just ice for the peoples. ”  
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The Growing Movement to Stop Deep Sea Mining  
by Natalie Lowrey, Deep Sea Mining Campaign  

continued on page 16 

Phooto: GreenPeace protest against Deep Sea Mining  
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Merdeka Support Papuan People's Petition to the EMRIP  
February 7, 2022  

By Myrasol Dela Cruz  
Asia Pacific Network of Environment Defender  

continued on page 17 
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Myanmar After 1 year of Military Junta  
An interview with Saw Tha Phoe of Karen Rivers Watch Network  

continued on page 16 

Indigenous Karen activist Saw Tha Phoe is the campaign coordinator of Karen Rivers 
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The Hunga-Tonga-Hunga-

Ha’apai underwater volca-

no erupted on January 15 

spewing ash into the atmos-

phere and surrounding re-

gions, and triggering multi-

ple tsunamis that devastated 

several islands in the South 

Pacific nation of Tonga. 

 

Scientists estimate that it was 

the strongest volcanic eruption 

on the planet in the past 30 

years. The Hunga explosion 

was also the loudest noise on 

Earth in the past century. Tsu-

namis related to the eruption 

were recorded as far as Japan, 

the United States, and Peru. 

 

According to the Tonga govern-

ment, ashfall and a tsunami 

from the volcanic erup-

tion affected an estimated 84 

percent of the population. It 

took several days for power 

and internet connection to be 

restored on the main island. 

 

First-hand accounts of the 

eruption 

 

Matangi Tonga Online, a news 

website, reported that commu-

nication lines continued to be 

unreliable almost a week after 

the eruption: 

 
“This is a traumatic time for everyone 
in Tonga and also for our families 
overseas who are anxious for news. 
We are disrupted from our normal ac-
tivities. 
 
Our communications were knocked 
out along with our main power. 
 
We've received many incoming emails 
yesterday, Friday Jan. 21, but our 
email responses are not going out. 
We are receiving text messages but 
our text messages are not going out. 
Slowly, bit by bit services are being 
restored. We do not have full internet 
in our office. We are able to upload 
today thanks to a service provider, 
sharing a limited satellite link.” 

 

When internet was partially 

restored in some areas, Tong-

ans were able to post photos of 

the destructive impact of the 

eruption: 

 

…”...it felt like the heavens cracked 

open and the world exploded inside 
my ear. It left my ears ringing as if I’m 
in a descending plane and I’m half 
deaf for a couple of seconds. I’ve nev-
er heard a louder noise in all my life. 
Everything shook. The car, house, 
earth. I look up the sky and see a doz-
en flocks of birds heading in all direc-
tions 
… Down came the Sulphur ash rain in 
the form of pebbles, ash and dust. We 
can hear it on the our roof and the 
houses along the road. The sky dark-
ened full of ash clouds forcing night 
on us.” 
 

The owner of Ha'atafu Beach 

Resort recalled how their fami-

ly and guests were able to sur-

vive the first tsunami wave:  

 
“According to Moana [the resort man-
ager], the first tsunami wave actually 
hit before the major eruption hap-
pened. So they actually didn’t even 
have time to do anything as the waves 
continued to sweep through the land. 
Once the guests had escaped, Moana, 
Hola and the kids actually had to 
climb up a mango tree to escape the 
waves before fleeing into our family 
friends car and eventually rushing off 
in land in the nick of time. “ 

Tongans Share Stories of  
How They Survived the Volcano Eruption and Tsunami  

It was world's strongest volcanic explosion in over 30 years  
by Mong Palatino, GlobalVoices  

27 January 2022  

continued on next page 

#tongatsunami 
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A survivor remembered the 

tsunami reaching as high as a 

coconut tree: 

 
“The sea was already as high as the 
coconut tree. We dropped everything 
and jumped in the car. As we drove 
off, the clouds darkened.” Ma’ata, 10, 
from Kanokupolu Village in Tonga. An 
estimated 85,000 people, including 
36,500 children, have been affected by 
the tsunami.” 
 

  @UNICEFPacific 

Hon. Frederica Tuita saw the 

roads covered with three inch-

es of ash. She was separated 

from her children and 

was relieved to see her family 

again:  

“As we drove on the road, no other 

vehicle was moving, everyone had 

been told to find shelter, anyone found 

driving around by police were instruct-

ed to park there. Everything was cov-

ered in at least 3 inches of ash. The 

road was dark and the island was 

completely still with uncertainty linger-

ing in the air. We turned into my home 

and relief washed over me as I saw 

candle light shining out from inside. 

As I walked up I greeted my sister and 

her husband who had sought safety 

there and walked inside to all 3 of my 

children running towards me. I knelt 

down and embraced them all at once, 

this was all the sustenance I needed. “ 

Lisala Folau remembered not 

responding to his son while he 

was washed away by the tsu-

nami so that his son will not 

follow after him: 

“This was 7pm. 

We floated at sea, just calling out to 

each other. It was dark and we could 

not see each other. Very soon I could 

not her my niece calling any more but 

I could hear my son calling. The truth 

is no son can abandon his father. But 

for me, as a father I kept my silence 

for if I answered him he would jumped 

in and try to rescue me. But I under-

stand the tough situation and I 

thought if the worst comes and it is 

only me. 

My thinking was if I answered him he 

would come and we would both suffer 

so I just floated, bashed around by the 

big waves that kept coming.” 

He floated in the waters for 27 

hours before he was rescued. 

His story was covered in the 

news:  

Reuters - 'Life and death' at 

sea: log keeps Tonga's 

'Aquaman' from going under 

The Facebook page Ordi-
nary Tongan Lives shared 
photos and interviews 
with some survivors. One 

survivor  lamented  that 
they could no longer go 
back to their island:  

Relief and recovery efforts are 

ongoing in Tonga. Since the 

devastation, residents have or-

ganized clearing campaigns to 

clear the airport runways so 

that aid from other countries 

can be delivered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tongans have started rebuilding 

their lives and communities but 

many are worried about the fu-

ture since the island nation is also 

at risk from the harsh impact of 

climate change. # 

Tongans Share Stories of  
How They Survived the Volcano Eruption and Tsunami  

...continuation 
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Statement of #Courageon... 

defined to achieve Envi-

ronmental Justice for the 

peoples. On the occasion of 

this regional consultation, 

we are reiterating the im-

portance of dismantling 

the root causes of climate 

injustices. Immediate fossil 

fuel phase-out, holding pol-

luters accountable for their 

historical and ongoing re-

sponsibility while promot-

ing energy democracy that 

upholds women ’s human 

rights for just and equita-

ble transition from the cur-

rent climate crises is the 

fundamental need of the 

hour. 

 

Developed countries must 

drastically cut their emis-

sions by 2030 to prevent 

further losses and damag-

es, and provide financing 

facility based on the princi-

ples of common but differ-

entiated responsibilities 

(CBDR) to assist developing 

countries in coping with 

the impacts. The support 

given must be based on the 

needs, consent and deter-

mined direction of the 

countries in need.  

 

We call on Member States 

to develop and implement 

gender responsive policy 

and budgeting to promote 

women’s human rights and 

gender equality and create 

an enabling environment 

for grassroots women to 

demand accountability at 

all levels.  

 

Further, we call on Mem-

ber States to support com-

munity based climate solu-

tions, strengthen the ambi-

tions and implementation 

of Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs), in-

cluding by upholding wom-

en’s human rights, ensur-

ing the meaningful partici-

pation, leadership and re-

flection of women ’s voices 

and priorities in all stages 

including the planning and 

implementation of the na-

tional climate solutions.  

 

Throughout history, major 

crises have resulted in sig-

nificant political, economic 

and social changes – some-

times for better, sometimes 

for worse. We must ask 

ourselves whether we want 

to recover on a healthier 

planet for all of us? Or do 

we want to keep on pursu-

ing the path of climate 

apocalypse?  

 

Opening Statement at CSW66... 
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The Growing Movement... 

Myanmar 1 year After... 
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Merdeka Supports Papaun... 
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