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APNED Organizes Side Event on EHRDs and SDGs in
Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development
Last March 31, 2022, 12:24 - 14:00
(GMT+7) via Zoom, Asia Pacific
Network for Environment Defenders (APNED) with CSO Partnership
for Development Effectiveness
(CPDE), and the Indigenous Peoples
Movement
for
SelfDetermination and Liberation
(IPMSDL) organized a side event
inside the Asia Pacific Forum on
Sustainable Development (APFSD)
with the title Ensuring the Participation of Environmental Human Rights Defenders to Achieve
the SDGs towards Development
Justice. It was attended by Environmental Human Rights Defenders (EHRDs) and supporters across
Asia and the Pacific moderated by
Indigenous Focal Point for SouthEast Asia at CPDE, Mr. Atama
Katama from Malaysia. Below are
the highlights from the different
sessions of the side event.
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Sharing of barriers of EHRDs in doing
their work related to the SDGs
Speaker: Samuel Womsiwor, Spokesperson GempaR-Papua
“We have to protect [the people of
West Papua] because until now
they are the target of colonialism
and militarization to seize the land
in the name of national economic
interest.”

“Papuan people now [are] rejecting this special autonomy because
special autonomy is a way for Indonesia to steal colonialism Papuan. We want to be free too and
[yet, there are] many [processes]
and bad systems in West Papua.
We want to be free.”
continued on page 2
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Importance of access to justice
to address human rights violations on EHRDs
Speaker: Georgina Lloyd,
UN Environment Programme
“The effects of biodiversity loss,
pollution, and climate change
often have disproportionate effects on groups of populations
such as women, children, indigenous peoples, and local commu-

nities. There are also issues of
justice related to access to lands,
territories, and resources, and
the impacts of culture, traditional knowledge, and sacred belief
systems.
The challenges and opportunities of access to environmental
justice are tied to upholding human rights and critically to environmental rule of law. Effective
environmental rule of law ensures that procedural rights can
be realized. Environmental rule
of law provides the foundation
for environmental human rights
and obligations to be exercised.
So a precondition for addressing
the needs of Environmental Human Rights Defenders is to pro-

vide legally enforceable access to
justice and a protection of fundamental freedoms.
Three Challenges:
1. Existence of a legal foundation
securing access to justice for
EHRDs
Access to justice and remedy
when these rights are violated is
especially critical for EHRDs.
However, unless access to justice

is adequately provided for and
enforced through legal framework, and that it is implemented
at the national level, it’s going to
be very difficult to reach.
So specific recommendations under this challenge includes an
acting legislation to recognize
and support the contribution of
EHRDs to the enjoyment of human rights to environmental
protection and to sustainable development, the achievement of
the SDGs. And the second recommendation is to protect and support the work of Environmental
Human Rights Defenders including of course guaranteeing access to justice and remedies
when they are threatened or
harmed.

2. Compounding impacts of Covid
-19 pandemic on access to justice
Overall trends show an increase
in the regression of civic space
with measures passed during the
pandemic [with] the approval of
environmentally damaging development projects and while
some groups and countries and
particularly groups of EHRDs are
more heavily impacted than others. We’ve seen that indigenous

and women EHRDs, for instance,
have been disproportionately
affected by the negative and
multi-layered repercussions of
the pandemic.
So recommendations to address
this challenge include ensuring
the emergency measures introduced and currently in place for
the pandemic are accountable,
proportionate, and time restricted. Ensure that measures are respecting the role and work of Environmental Human Rights Defenders, and protecting and promoting human rights. Support
measures for remote access to
courts particularly with the focus on vulnerable communities.
continued on page 3
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About APNED
"...Environment defenders seek to
uphold the right to a safe, and
sustainable environment as well
as their continuing access and
control of common resources for
survival, yet they are under attack. It is in this context that the
Asia Pacific Network of Environment Defenders (APNED) was
formed in 2018.
APNED is a campaign network of
individuals, civil society groups,
and peoples’ organizations in the
Asia Pacific region with 6 Points
of Unity and 8 Collective Objectives.
Read more about us
Contact us at :
info@apned.net
apned@protonmail.com
Become a Member
Support Our Network
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Ensure equal access to justice for
all both during and after the
pandemic and ensure that recovery is sustainable and upholds
environmental commitments.
3. Situation for indigenous
EHRDs and access to justice
Access to justice for many indigenous EHRDs is linked to recognition of identity and rights to
land, resources, and territories.
If these rights are not legally recognized, there may be rampant
injustices and no access to remedies. Access to justice should be
considered culturally appropriate access to justice and the administration of customary indigenous justice.
So recommendations under this
challenge are that member
states have an obligation to protect and support indigenous
EHRDs. There should be legal
recognition of indigenous community rights, traditional lands,
resources, and territories, and of
course enforcement of these
rights.
So in conclusion, there are challenges but there are ways that
we can tackle these challenges. It
remains essential that we support member states to advance
rule of law, support access to
justice that includes strengthen-

ing laws, building transparent
institutions including traditional
institutions, and supporting the
implementation and enforcement of environmental laws that
align with justice and human
rights principles. Robust transparent institutions will fight impunity and uphold access to justice. Recognition of traditional
justice systems and support to
vulnerable communities to access justice should be reinforced
within the law.
So by advancing these rights
based approaches and environmental rule of law, we can ensure a sustainable future for
both people and the planet and
one that provides an enabling
environment for the achievement of the SDGs.”
Sharing of best practices of
EHRDs in working towards development justice
Speaker: Vani Catanasiga, Fiji
Council of Social Services
“Sometimes when Environmental Human Rights Defenders
share that disconnect and gap in
the approaches, it is often received very negatively but to
know this is necessary. It is necessary for development effectiveness when development disturbs the sustainability of ecocontinued on page 4
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systems, it affects the livelihoods, and even food sources for
communities dependent on a
daily basis.
We’ve managed to highlight how
our work connects to no poverty
and reduction of hunger, and
we’ve managed to connect those
dots so that our decision makers
can understand that when
they’re impacting on a particular
community doesn’t just impact
to a disconnected aspect or just
one component but it’s affecting
almost all components of community life and at different levels.
When I talk about Environmental Human Rights Defenders in
the Fiji context and at least to
some extent to other Pacific
countries, they don’t only involve community based organizations but also civil society organizations that are registered
formally. So a lot of that traction,
that coming together, that support that was mobilized from the
civil society sector helped to
build traction around making
sure there was an environmental aspect to the goals. And in the
end, we were able to see the
emergence of SDG 13, 14, and 15,
things that are important to in-

digenous communities.
The experience that we see with
Environmental Human Rights
Defenders is that they’re beginning to come into the more formal spaces and sometimes those
are scary places because they’re
dominated by government and
really institutions that often
have been very defensive. But in
the formal spaces, we’re beginning to see Environmental Human Rights Defenders come into
that kind of [negotiation] to
speak sense and to speak truth
in those spaces.
We still do get pressure from the
government. We still do get
some pushback from the private
sector, but the one thing that we
know that has worked for us is
that we build systems of support
and I’d like to really emphasize
here the critical role that this
network has provided at the district level, sub-national level. In
Fiji, we’ve got what we call the
district councils of social services and [networks] of community representatives that are often engaging with the government to talk about issues that
can emerge from environmental
degradation particularly in the
context of climate change.

The other thing is that we
learned a lot about advocacy,
influence, and strategies, the importance of understanding our
contexts, reframing our narratives if we have to, learning new
ways to advocate, mediate.”
Presentation of the recommendations from the first Asia Pacific EHRD Forum
Speaker: Lia Mai Torres, Asia
Pacific Network of Environment
Defenders
Recommendations from the Asia
Pacific EHRD Forum:
1. Increase recognition of the
work of EHRDs as basis for their
protection.
2. Monitor, document, investigate, and seek accountability for
human rights violations.
3. Monitor compliance and ensure the implementation of international human rights standards.
4. Ensure that policies are in accordance with international human rights standards.
continued on page 5

Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development
...continuation

5. Pressure governments to perform their mandates in protecting its citizens and ensuring the
right to clean, healthy, and sustainable environment is upheld.
6. Strengthen NHRIs and encourage their cooperation and support for EHRDs.
7. Increase awareness and facilitate the access to different types
of support for EHRDs.
8. Increase the capacity of
EHRDs in doing their advocacy
and in terms of security.
9. Strengthen solidarity among
EHRDs and other stakeholders to
uphold environmental and human rights general.
Most of the time, we see that in
our governments, we see the
lack of appreciation of environmental defenders and some governments are actually involved
also in different human rights
violations that are experienced
by the environmental defenders.
So it is actually very important
for environmental defenders
among the countries to really
help each other and raise these
concerns at the international
level to gain more traction with
their campaigns and also in-

crease the pressure in their governments to create more action.
Closing
Speaker: Jiten Yumnam, CSO
Partnership for Development Effectiveness – IP Constituency Representative and Secretary of Centre for Research and Advocacy –
Manipur
“I think it’s really important
that we all the participants
here today that we strengthen our walk together and also take the recommendations that we discussed here
today beyond this forum,
this Asia Pacific Forum on

Sustainable Development, so
that we reach this recommendation to our own communities, we present these
recommendations
to
our
own governments to our
own authorities and also to
ensure that we join other
human right defenders in
solidarity and then we extend support to each other
so that we are able to advance the rights of Environmental Human Rights Defenders towards an achievement of our rights and also
in advancing the full implementation of sustainable development goal and environ-

Do not Stop Defenders
Stop the Loggers
A campaign from Cambodia activists demanding the ministry of environment stop threatening and violent
people’s rights to protect the forest. (By Forest Defenders Project of N1M/CYN)

World Environment Day Festival, Cambodia Youth Network

continued on page 9

International Rivers Day Celebration
at Nungleiband Village, Noney
By: Centre For Research And Advocacy, Manipur

The Centre for Research and Advocacy, Manipur (CRA) and the
Nungleiband Village Authority
celebrated the International Rivers
Day
celebration
at
Nungleiband Village, Noney District, on 14th March 22 with the
theme “Let us Protect our Rivers
for Sustainable Development”.
The celebration aimed to foster
the intrinsic relationship of indigenous communities with their rivers, forest and land.
Mr. Jiten Yumnam, Secretary, CRA
shared the importance of River in
sustaining the livelihood and cultures of indigenous peoples of Manipur. Rivers provided water, fish,
sand and stone and sustained indigenous agriculture. Rivers also
connect communities. Protecting
the forest, land and fostering a
sustainable development is key to
project our Rivers.
Ms. Ramthailiu Gangmei, Secretary, Lu Phuam Society, Pinjang)
Part IV, while expressing concern
with proposed plan to build
Nungleiband dam over the Leimatak River, shared the Khoupum dam in Tamenglong district
lies defunct without providing
any benefit to the people. The discharge of waters from Loktak
power station of 105 MW Loktak

International Rivers Day celebration at Nungleiband Village, Noney

Hydro project on Leimatak River
affected fishing, collection of sand
and livelihood dependence on the
River, including women’s access
to the River.
Mr. Namshadai Kamei, Member,
Nungleiband Village Authority
expressed concern with the plans
to build the 70 MW Nungleiband
Dam and the 66 MW Loktak
Downstream Hydro project over
the Leimatak River. The detailed
impacts of proposed dams over
the Leimatak River have not been
informed to the people. The loss
of land for dam building will
cause intergenerational impacts.
Mr. Themson Jajo, Environmentalist shared that people affected
by Mapithel dam realize the importance of Thoubal River once
the River is submerged by the
Mapithel dam reservoir. The peo-

ple along Leimatak River should
learn from the experience of people who lose their land and livelihood due to Mapithel dam, Loktak
dam, Khuga dam, Khoupum dam
etc. Rivers are Gift of god, passed
on by our ancestor and its our duty to protect to pass on next generation in good health.
Mr. Gunrei, Environmentalist
shared how unsustainable development, such as large dam projects are pursued over Irang, Barak, Leimatak Rivers etc. without
the recognition of rights of the
people.
Dr. Amarjit, Associate Professor,
JNU University shared that large
dams caused social division within affected communities. Dam
building foster corruptive practices and unleashed poverty among
continued on page 9

Communique:
Profiting from Digging Our Graves
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Do not Stop Defenders...

International Rivers Day...

affected communities. The compensation provided can never
compensate the loss of land and
intergenerational
relationship
with land and Rivers. Our rivers
& land cannot be considered as
source of corporate profit.
Communique...

The participants of the celebration of the International Rivers
Day affirmed to protect the Rivers
and to ensure the unhindered
flow of all Rivers of Manipur. The
Government should revoke all
MoUs planned to build large
dams, such as the 66 MW Loktak
downstream project, the 70 MW

Nungleiband dam etc and further
to decommission Ithai Barrage.
The International Financial Institutions should stop financing
dams like Loktak downstream
project in Manipur. Let the Rivers flow free in Manipur.#

On the World Bank and the Philippine Mining Act of 1955
Input of Lia Mai Torres of the Center for Environmental Concerns - Philippines on the
webinar of IBON International entitled Green, Resilient, and Inclusive Development on

continued on next page...
Center For Environmental Concern - Philippines, March 2020

On the World Bank and the Philippine Mining Act of 1955
...continuation

Protest against OceanaGold by United People
of Kasibu, Nueva Viscaya. November 2019

The risk of protecting the environment: Strategic Litigation
against Public Participation (SLAPP) in post -authoritarian Indonesia
By Agung Wardana. Published at Policy Matters Special Issue
on Environmental Defenders Vol. I. September 2021. pp. 55 - 66

Call for Action to Free Budi Pego, Source: Walji Jatim

continued on page 13

The risk of protecting the environment: Strategic Litigation
against Public Participation (SLAPP) in post -authoritarian Indonesia
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Local community conducting rituals as a cultural form of resistance. Source: Agung Wardana

Stand For Our Rights
a capacity building for Pacific Environmental Human Rights Defenders

continued on page 15
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CHR Climate Inquiry Report Challenge to Future Admin:
Make Climate Polluters Pay
Manila, Philippines - The National Inquiry on Climate
Change Report sets the tone
for the next administration’s
gargantuan task of demanding climate justice. Kalikasan
People’s Network for the Environment (Kalikasan PNE)
urges our future leaders to
prioritize the report’s recommendation of enacting a law
imposing legal human rights
liabilities against corporations linked to the climate crisis.
One such proposed law is the
People’s Green New Deal
(PGND), which seeks to create
an emergency economic stimulus program for a just and
green recovery.
The PGND enjoins the government to establish just compensation mechanisms to

claim reparations from top
climate polluter countries
and corporations. This can be
patterned after the Human
Rights Victims Claims Board
was established to investigate
and compensate for human
rights abuses perpetrated
during the Marcos dictatorship.
We commend the Commission on Human Rights for
standing up against fossil fuel
giants and other climate
criminals who sought to
strike down the petition and
inquiry on climate and human rights. The ball is now in
the hands of the next administration to act on the report’s
recommendations.#
Press Statement
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