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EHRDs in various parts of the world continue 
to be vulnerable to human rights violations as 
they face growing resistance to environmental 
activism. 

These violations are observed in different forms 
including harassment, threats, and killings. The 
First Global Report on Environmental Rule of Law 
published by the UN Environment Programme 
(UNEP) in 2019 found that at least 908 EHRDs 
across 35 countries were killed between 2002 

and 2013.1 In 2021, 358 human rights defend-
ers were killed, of which 59% worked on land, 
environmental, and Indigenous rights.2

While there continues to be a lack of effec-
tive measures for local and global protection 
of EHRDs, defenders may consider submitting 
information to the human rights mechanisms 
listed below to call for local, regional, and in-
ternational attention to ongoing human rights 
violations.

UN Human  
Rights  
Mechanisms

Major international human rights treaties have 
been in force for several years, covering a broad 
range of concerns. If a State is a party to a 
treaty, it has an obligation to take measures 
to ensure everyone in the State can enjoy the 
rights being forwarded in the treaty.

The UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies are com-
mittees composed of independent experts 
tasked to monitor compliance and implemen-
tation of these treaties.3 

The independent human rights experts of the 
treaty bodies are nominated and elected for 
fixed, renewable terms of four years by State 
parties.

UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies
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Treaty bodies consider regular and compre-
hensive reports from State parties outlining their 
progress in implementing the treaty provisions 
in their country. They also publish report drafting 
guidelines for State parties, elaborate on treaty 
provisions, and organize discussions on themes 
related to the treaty. 

Some treaty bodies consider complaints filed 
by individuals regarding alleged violation of 
rights by a State party, and some treaty bodies 
also conduct inquiries.

States are obligated to submit regular reports 
to the treaty bodies of the treaties to which they 
are a party. Upon ratification or accession, the 
State must submit an initial report within a year 
of the treaty entering into force for that State (or 
two years for the CESCR and the CRC). After-
ward, the State is also obliged to submit periodic 
reports generally every four or five years, though 
this may differ for some treaty bodies.

Monitoring reporting obligations 
of State parties

Treaty body Corresponding treaty

Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD)

International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD)

Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (CESCR)

International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR)

Human Rights Committee (CCPR)
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), and optional protocols 

Committee on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Women (CEDAW)

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination against Women (CEDAW), and optional 
protocol

Committee against Torture (CAT)
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu-
man or Degrading Treatment (CAT)

Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture 
and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (SPT)

Optional Protocol of the Convention against Torture 
(OPCAT)

Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC)

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), and 
optional protocols

Committee on Migrant Workers (CMW)
International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families (CRMW)

Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD)

International Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities (CRPD)

Committee on Enforced Disappearanc-
es (CED)

International Convention for the Protection of All 
Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED)
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Global Witness 
reported that over 

200 land and 
environmental 

defenders were killed 
in 2020 and 2019, 

averaging over four 
people per week

In these reports, the State must detail the legal, 
administrative, and judicial measures taken to 
enforce the treaty in its country, and it should 
also mention any challenges encountered in 
the process of realizing the treaty provisions. 
Guidelines are provided by the treaty bodies to 
ensure that adequate information is included 
in these reports. In drafting these reports, States 
are encouraged to engage with civil society, 
and in the process, incorporate criticism and 
constructive feedback from the public.

The UN recognizes that submitting reports on 
time may be a challenge for some countries, 
particularly if the State is party to several or all 
of the core treaties. If a State party fails to report 
over a long period of time, the treaty bodies 
undergo a ‘review procedure’ to consider the 
situation of the country in question in the ab-
sence of a report.

Activists and campaigners can monitor the 
State’s progress (or lack thereof) in drafting these 
reports to gain information about the State’s 
approach to human rights relevant to the treaty 
in question and to fight for the consideration of 
their concerns in these documents and else-
where.

Treaty bodies meet regularly to discuss de-
velopments in the human rights situations of 
States parties. Civil society participation in treaty 
body sessions is indispensable, as NGOs and 
local campaigners provide valuable informa-
tion across all parts of the process leading up 
to and during these sessions.

All of the treaty bodies provide general guide-
lines and information on how civil society can 
participate in their work. They also provide spe-
cific information on upcoming treaty body ses-
sions. All of this can be accessed online on their 
respective websites.

All observers who wish to attend and partici-
pate in treaty body sessions physically need to 
be duly registered. The registration portal can 
be accessed on the specific webpage of the 
session you wish to attend. Note that physical 
attendance to the sessions, which are held in 
Switzerland, means that participants are respon-
sible for their own travel and accommodation 
arrangements, as well as any matters related 
to visa procurement.

Attending and contributing 
to treaty body sessions
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Concluding observations refer to a public 
and official document wherein UN Committees 
evaluate and make recommendations on the 
situation of human rights in a particular country. 
Campaigners can make use of the concluding 
observations on the State in question to ampli-
fy their calls and demands. One tactic would 
be through media outreach and dissemination 
— by getting media coverage and increasing 
public awareness of the issue, this can place 
additional pressure on the State to respond. 
Among other things, press conferences, news 
articles, and audience-friendly social media 
content are all avenues that can be explored.

Civil society actors can also help in monitoring 
the implementation of the concluding observa-
tions by the State party. This information can then 
be communicated back to the relevant treaty 
body either formally or informally. Producing a 
follow-up review for the periodic review process 
can be helpful for assessing the implementation 
of the concluding observations.

 
Meetings with governments can also be ex-

plored, where the concluding observations can 
be brought up with State delegates. This can 
involve promoting relevant legislative or policy 
reforms, using the concluding observations as 
a guide. This approach is of course dependent 
on the situation of your country, and whether or 
not government officials will be open to such 
meetings with civil society. Adoption of nation-
al implementation plans, based on the treaty 
body recommendations, can also be sought 
out. Having such plans can assist in the imple-
mentation of the recommendations, particularly 
at the national level. UN agencies such as the 
Office of the High Commissioner on Human 
Rights (OHCHR) and the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP), alongside interna-

tional NGOs and the diplomatic community, 
can aid in the development and execution of 
such plans.

National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs), in 
countries where the NHRI is an independent 
body, can also be engaged regarding tactics 
related to following up on the recommenda-
tions. 

National Mechanisms for Reporting and Follow 
up (NRMFs) can also be approached by NGOs. 
If there is no NRMF in your country, or the NRMF 
does not adequately cooperate with civil soci-
ety, campaigners can lobby for the creation of 
an NRMF or the improved cooperation of the 
NRMF and civil society.

Following up on treaty bodies’ 
concluding observations

Treaty body Complaint Inquiry

CERD Y N

CESCR Y Y

CCPR Y N

CEDAW Y Y

CAT Y Y

SPT N N

CRC Y Y

CMW N N

CRPD Y Y

CED Y Y
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Submitting complaints  
to a treaty body

Who can submit 
a complaint? 

Other 
requirements

Eight treaty bodies are mandated to consid-
er individual communications, also known as 
complaints: CERD, CCPR, CESCR, CEDAW, CAT, 
CRC, CRPD, and CED.

Individual communications are helpful as they 
are another mechanism of seeking accounta-
bility from the State for human rights violations. 
These may be submitted by or on behalf of the 
individual. For some treaty bodies (CESCR, CERD, 
CEDAW, CRPD, or CRC), you may also submit 
on behalf of groups.

However, there are some limitations to this ap-
proach. Should the relevant treaty body rec-
ognize the human rights violation, it can only 
recommend action to the State party, while it 
has no way of enforcing its decision. It may also 
take several years for an individual communi-
cation to be processed by a treaty body. 

In addition, complaints are typically not anon-
ymous, which can have repercussions for those 
who submit them. However, some protective 
measures can be requested from the treaty 
body to address any security concerns.

The victim, their representative, or an 
NGO/legal representative on behalf 
of the victim. Organizations do not re-
quire UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) status or registration with the 
UN to submit.

Representatives must have authoriza-
tion or consent of the victim to submit 
on their behalf. However, this require-
ment may be waived if a convincing 
argument is provided as to why obtain-
ing said authorization is not possible. 
Communications cannot be anony-
mous, though it can be requested that 
personal information is kept confiden-
tial.

How to 
submit a 
complaint 
to a treaty 
body4,5

Individual 
communications 
are helpful as 
they are another 
mechanism of seeking 
accountability from 
the State for human 
rights violations.
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General criteria 
for admissibility

What information 
should be included? 

• The State must have either ratified 
or acceded to the treaty in question

• The State must have recognized the 
competence of the treaty body to 
consider individual communica-
tions, either by ratifying the relevant 
optional protocol to the treaty (for 
submission to CESCR, CCPR, CEDAW, 
CRC, CRPD) or by making a decla-
ration (for submission to CERD, CAT, 
CED)

• You must have exhausted all pos-
sible domestic remedies, though 
exceptions can be made if such 
remedies are proven ineffective for 
your specific complaint

• The complaint cannot be a pending 
consideration by any other interna-
tional or regional mechanism

• If the State party has declared a res-
ervation to an article of the relevant 
treaty applicable to the case, then 
a complaint alleging a violation of 
that specific article is not admissible

• The incident that is the subject of 
the complaint must have occurred 
after the relevant treaty entered into 
force for the concerned State party. 
However, if effects of a prior incident 
continue to be felt after the treaty 
entered into force, a complaint may 
still be submitted.

Several treaty bodies have provided a ‘model 
complaint questionnaire’ that can be used as a 
template for complaint submissions. Generally the 
complaint should contain the following information:

• Facts of the case detailing the basis of the com-
plaint

• Basic personal information of the victim

• Proof of consent of the victim (if applicable)

• Steps taken to exhaust domestic remedies

• Steps taken to submit the complaint to any other 
international body

• Reasons why the victim considers their rights 
violated, citing specific articles of the relevant 
treaty which have allegedly been violated

• Relevant documents (with translations if in non-
UN language)
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After an individual communication is submitted, it will go through a process of screening and 
deliberation by the treaty body. The process is outlined in the figure below.

Screening and 
Deliberation 
Process
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How to request 
a treaty body to 
initiate an inquiry6

Engaging in the inquiry process

Six treaty bodies — CESCR, CEDAW, CAT, CRPD, 
CRC, and CED — can initiate an inquiry into 
well-grounded allegations of ‘serious, grave or 
systematic’ human rights violations by a State 
party. Treaty bodies can only initiate an inquiry if 
the State party has agreed to be bound by the 
inquiry procedure.

After the inquiry is initiated by the treaty body, 
the State in question is invited to respond. The 
inquiry process may involve a country visit. The 
result of the inquiry procedure is a set of action-
able recommendations to the State party, which 
must respond.

Activists and campaigners can kickstart the 
inquiry process by submitting reliable information 
on human rights violations to the relevant trea-

ty body. During the inquiry, NGOs can continue 
submitting reports to the treaty body, and assist 
the treaty body should a country visit be conduct-
ed. Once the results of the inquiry have been 
published, these can be disseminated publicly 
to further campaigns and increase pressure on 
the government involved.

As with individual communications, there are 
limitations to the inquiry process. For one, the 
process can easily take years; on average, it 
takes two to four years from the start of the inquiry 
process. The process is also confidential, with 
treaty bodies disclosing little to no information 
to the public; at times, even the outcome may 
be withheld from public dissemination. Lastly, 
a treaty body can only undertake one inquiry 
process at a time.

Any individual or organization can submit in-
formation for consideration to initiate an inquiry. 
Organizations do not require UN ECOSOC status 
or registration with the UN to submit.

Limited guidance is available as to the format 
of the submission. However, each treaty body has 
its own particular working method, so it is helpful 
to consult the website of the relevant treaty body 
for information. Make sure to include reliable, 
evidence-based information of serious, grave, 
or systematic human rights violations, including 
information that demonstrates that such abuses 
are widespread, “throughout the territory of the 
State.”

Complaints must be submitted in either Arabic, 
Chinese, English, French, Russian or Spanish, with 
a summary in English if possible.

To CESCR: CESCR@ohchr.org
To CEDAW: CEDAW@ohchr.org
To CAT: CAT@ohchr.org
To CRC: CRC@ohchr.org
To CRPD: CRPD@ohchr.org
To CED: CED@ohchr.org

The State must have either ratified or acceded 
to the treaty in question, which would typically 
also bind it to the inquiry procedure, so long as 
the State:

• Does not opt out of the inquiry procedure 
at the time of signature, ratification, or ac-
cession (for CAT, CEDAW, CRPD, and CRC), 
or anytime (for CESCR), or

• Does not make a declaration that they do 
not recognize the competence of the Treaty 
Body initiating the inquiry.

Note: For the CED, the competence to conduct 
inquiries is not subject to the acceptance of 
State parties.

Who can initiate an inquiry? 

What information should be 
included? 

Where do 
I send it?

Criteria for admissibility
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From the submission of information to initiate 
an inquiry, the following process ensues as out-
lined in the figure below:

Working with the  
Human Rights Council

The UN Human Rights Council (HRC) is an in-
ternational body composed of 47 UN Mem-
ber States elected by the UN General Assem-
bly (UNGA). It is responsible for promoting and 
safeguarding human rights around the world, 
as well as addressing instances of human rights 
violations by proposing recommendations for 
these.7 The Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) is the secretariat for the 
Human Rights Council.

A Treaty Body receives informa-
tion regarding the ‘serious, grave, 
or systemic’ violations of rights by 

a State party.

If the Treaty Body considers that 
the information is reliable, they may 
first invite the concerned State to co-
operate by submitting observations 
regarding the information the Treaty 

Body has received.

On the basis of this information, 
the Treaty Body may decide to de-
ploy one or more of its members to 
conduct a confidential inquiry and 

submit an urgent report.

Treaty Body members may also 
conduct a country visit as part of 
the inquiry, with the consent of the 

concerned State.

The findings and recommenda-
tions of the Treaty Body are submit-

ted to the concerned State.

A six-month deadline is set for the 
State to respond and inform the 

Treaty Body of measures taken in line 
with the findings of the inquiry report.

One of the main ways of working with the 
Council is through attendance in the Council 
sessions. NGOs must have consultative status 
with the UN ECOSOC to participate in Council 
sessions as Observers. Those with such status 
can send a letter of request for accreditation 
to the OHCHR. As Observers, NGO representa-
tives can attend all proceedings of the Council 
(aside from deliberations under the Complaints 
procedure, to be elaborated later), submit writ-
ten statements to the Council, make oral inter-
ventions to the Council, participate in various 
meetings and activities, and organize parallel 
events relevant to the Council’s work.

UN Human  
Rights CouncilInquiry process

The final comprehensive report of 
an inquiry cannot be made public if 
the State does not agree. In a case 

where a State does not consent, 
the Treaty Body may in any event 
publicize a lengthy summary of its 

support.

NGOs must have 
consultative status 

with the UN ECOSOC 
to participate in Council 
sessions as Observers.
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Complaint 
Procedure of the 
Human Rights 
Council

Admissibility criteria for initial 
screening of complaints

What is the advantage of 
submitting a complaint through 
the complaint procedure of the 
HRC?

Who can submit a complaint?

The complaint procedure of the Human 
Rights Council aims to address “consistent 
patterns of gross and reliably attested vio-
lations of all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms occurring in any part of the world 
and under any circumstances.”8 It is the 
only universal complaint procedure that 
covers all human rights and all fundamen-
tal freedoms in all Member States of the UN.

The complaint procedure closely re-
sembles the former 1503 procedure of 
the Council, which allows the complaints 
to remain confidential, unless the national 
government indicates that they should be 
made public, but features modifications 
that aim to make the process more impar-
tial, efficient, and victims-oriented.

1. Submitted in writing without abusive or in-
sulting language

2. Submitted in one of the six UN official lan-
guages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish)

3. Submitted with factual description of rights 
violations, with as much detail as possible, 
without exceeding 15 pages

4. Not manifestly politically motivated

5. Not exclusively based on reports by mass 
media

6. Not already being addressed by a special 
procedure, another treaty body, other UN or 
another complaints procedure in the field 
of human rights

7. Domestic remedies must have been ex-
hausted, unless ineffective or unreasonably 
prolonged

A complaint may be submitted against any 
Member State, regardless of whether the coun-
try has ratified or acceded to a treaty or made 
reservations under a particular instrument.

Any individual, group of individuals or NGO 
that claim to be victims of, or have knowledge 
of, human rights violations can submit a com-
plaint.
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Third stage:  
Working Group on Situations

Fourth stage:  
Human Rights Council

Special procedures are non-paid independ-
ent human rights experts with country-specific or 
thematic mandates to report on human rights 
situations in various parts of the world.9 Submit-
ting information to the special procedures may 
be a more accessible UN human rights mech-
anism because the special procedures receive 
information on a daily basis with at least one 
less admissibility requirement compared to the 
Complaint Procedure of the HRC.

The scope of work of the special procedures 
includes undertaking country visits, sending 

communications to concerned States regard-
ing reported violations and other concerns, and 
contributing to the development of international 
human rights standards. In addition, as the issue 
of human rights intersects many contemporary 
issues, several mandate-holders hold expertise 
on specific topics or engage in cross-cutting is-
sues like climate action, marine conservation, 
and biological diversity.

Similar to the previous stage, the Working 
Group on Situations may decide to dismiss or 
keep a situation under review. It may also pres-
ent the situation to the HRC, if a consistent pat-
tern of gross and reliably attested violations is 
revealed, along with its recommendations. The 
Working Group on Situations meets twice a year.

The HRC examines the report presented by the 
Working  Group on Situations and may dismiss or 
keep a situation under review. The council may 
also decide to keep a situation under review 
with the appointment of a highly qualified, inde-
pendent expert on the situation (i.e., a Special 
Rapporteur). It may also decide to discontinue 
consideration of a situation under a confidential 
procedure to take up public consideration of 
the matter. It may also recommend action to 
the OHCHR to provide technical cooperation, 
capacity-building assistance, or advisory ser-
vices to the State concerned.

Special Procedures of the 
Human Rights Council

Four stages of the 
complaint procedure
First stage:  
Initial Screening of Complaints

The Chairperson of the Working Group on 
Communication, together with the Secretari-
at, conducts the initial screening of all written 
communications. Complaints that are declared 
admissible according to the criteria are trans-
mitted to the States concerned to obtain their 
views on the allegations of violations.

Second stage:  
Working Group on Communications

The Working Group on Communications as-
sesses the merits of the allegations. The group 
may decide to dismiss a complaint, keep a 
complaint under review to request further infor-
mation from the concerned State, or transmit 
the complaint to the Working Group on Situa-
tions for the next stage. The group may also 
decide on whether a complaint is transmitted 
alone or in combination with other complaints 
to reveal a consistent pattern of gross and reli-
ably attested violations. The Working Group on 
Communications meets twice a year.



Module 3 
Accessing International Human Rights Mechanisms 15

Environmental Human Rights Defenders 
(EHRDs) Toolkit

Communications intended for the HRC com-
plaint procedure may be addressed to the infor-
mation provided below, as listed on the OHCHR 
website, to any country or regional office of the 
OHCHR.

Communications are submitted in the form 
of a complaint procedure form which can be 
accessed through the OHCHR website.

Complaint Procedure Unit

Human Rights Council Branch

Office of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights

United Nations Office at Geneva

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Fax: (41 22) 917 90 11

E-mail: CP@ohchr.org

How can individuals or groups 
submit a complaint?

Country visits by  
Special Procedures

Communications process of the 
Special Procedures

Communications allow the special proce-
dures to send letters to governments and other 
stakeholders including the military, intergovern-
mental organizations, and businesses. These let-
ters may contain concerns relating to legislation 
or practices that do not adhere to international 
human rights standards. The communications 
may also be of the following form:

• A letter of allegation for past human rights 
violations

• An urgent appeal about ongoing or po-
tential human rights violations

The letter may include requests for clarifica-
tions on the allegations and requests for con-
cerned authorities to take action. However, the 
mechanism in which the special procedures 
work is not a quasi-judicial procedure. The ex-
perts do not have the authority to enforce their 
views or recommendations.

Mandate-holders carry out country visits upon 
invitation from the government to conduct a 
fact-finding mission. During the visit, a man-
date-holder assesses the human rights situation 
at the national level. The mandate-holder meets 
with various stakeholders including national and 
local authorities, NHRI members, NGOs where 
applicable, and victims of human rights viola-
tions.

Findings and conclusions gathered from 
country visits, along with recommendations, are 
published through mission reports to the HRC.

Several countries have extended a standing 
invitation to thematic special procedures, which 
signifies that they are always open to receiving 

Who can submit information to 
the Special Procedures? 

Individuals, groups, civil society organizations, 
intergovernmental entities, and national human 
rights institutions (NHRIs) can submit information 
to the Special Procedures. Information may be 
submitted regardless of whether or not the con-
cerned State is a State party to a regional or 
international human rights treaty. 

Unlike the criteria required by the Complaints 
Procedure of the HRC, the Special Procedures 
criteria do not require the alleged victims to 
have exhausted all domestic remedies before 
sending communications.

a visit from special procedures. There are 128 
Member States who have extended a standing 
invitation as of May 02, 2022. A list of countries 
is posted on the Standing Invitations page of 
the OHCHR.10

https://www.ohchr.org/en/ohchr_homepage
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Universal Periodic Review How can NGOs participate in the 
UPR process? 

The Universal Periodic 
Review Process

There are at least three ways in which NGOs 
can participate in the process, depending on 
levels of accreditation: as a contributor of written 
information, as an observer in a Working Group 
session, or as a participant in a Council session.

All NGOs can submit a written report that can 
be considered by the OHCHR in making its com-
pilation of relevant stakeholder information. 
The submission must adhere to the technical 
guidelines and be submitted within the tentative 
deadline.

Accredited NGOs, or those in a consultative 
relationship with ECOSOC, may attend the ses-
sions of the UPR Working Group as observers. In 
these sessions, there are no provisions allowing 
them to comment or submit information. 

Said NGOs can also participate in a regular 
HRC session where the UPR outcomes are con-
sidered and adopted. In these sessions, they 
can make brief comments or statements before 
the adoption of the outcomes.

The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a peer-re-
view mechanism established by the HRC to 
assess each Member State’s fulfillment of its 
human rights obligations and commitments.11 
Each review cycle is conducted in a four-year 
period with about 14 States subject to review 
per session.

The UPR Working Group conducts its reviews 
based on the following documents:

1. a national report containing information 
provided by the State under review

2. a compilation by the OHCHR containing 
information provided by human rights 
treaty bodies, the Special Procedures, and 
other UN bodies

3. a compilation by the OHCHR containing 
information from stakeholders including 
NHRIs and NGOs

The UPR addresses State obligations based on:

1. The UN Charter

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR)

3. Human rights instruments or any human 
rights treaties to which the State is a party

4. Voluntary pledges and commitments de-
clared by the State through its national 
policies and programs

5. Applicable international humanitarian law

How can individuals and groups 
submit their information to 
Special Procedures?

Communications intended for the Special 
Procedures are sent through the Special Pro-
cedures online submission form which can be 
accessed through its dedicated page on the 
OHCHR website. Post submissions are sent to:

OHCHR-UNOG, 
8-14 Avenue de la Paix, 
1211 Geneve 10, 
Switzerland
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How can stakeholders send written submissions? 

The rapid response mechanism allows EHRDs 
to directly communicate individual cases of 
threats and attacks to UNEP. The mechanism, 
wherein regional offices play a central role, 
aims to speak out on individual cases and as-
sist stakeholders (including civil societies and 
governments) in strengthening the environmen-
tal rule of law and governance by providing 
technical and legal support.12 The UNEP also 
features a gender-sensitive approach to its inter-
nal mechanism and aims to make it accessible 
to vulnerable and marginalized groups such as 
defender groups in remote areas.

The following process describes the internal 
accountability mechanism outlined by UNEP:12

1. Communities and individuals report 
cases of environmental rights violations 
or threats, in confidence, through the 
email account: 
unenvironment-defenders@un.org

The OHCHR has issued technical guidelines for 
stakeholder submissions for the UPR’s 4th cycle 
through its website.11 Submissions are accept-
ed through the OHCHR on-line UPR submissions 
registration system, a dedicated UPR documen-
tation page that can be accessed through upr-
doc.ohchr.org.

 
Stakeholders must consider the tentative 

deadlines provided for the 4th cycle which is 

usually set about six months before the rele-
vant UPR Working Group session for the State 
concerned. For instance, the deadline for the 
41st UPR Working Group session (October to No-
vember 2022) where the Philippines is recom-
mended for review is March 31, 2022. 

Technical problems in using the online sys-
tem may be addressed through:  
ohchr-uprsubmissions@un.org

UNEP Rapid Response  
Mechanism

2. With the support of the Law Division and 
the Civil Society Unit, regional directors/
offices identify cases that the UNEP lead-
ership should respond to.

3. A communications template developed 
by the Law Division guides the UNEP’s pub-
lic response to reported acts against en-
vironmental defenders.

4. The Executive Office media team drafts 
all statements or responses to be released 
by the Executive Director, Deputy Execu-
tive Director, or the Regional Directors in 
coordination with relevant offices.

http://unenvironment-defenders@un.org
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/2022-03/StakeholdersTechnicalGuidelines4thCycle_EN.pdf
http://uprdoc.ohchr.org
http://uprdoc.ohchr.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/ngos-nhris
https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/ngos-nhris
mailto:ohchr-uprsubmissions@un.org
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