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Environmental campaigns require financial, 
legal, and technical support in order to be ef-
fective. Effective funding for mass campaigns 
ensures that campaigners have access to ad-
equate resources to carry out seminars, area 
research, mobilizations, and other activities. Le-
gal support provides protection and security for 
EHRDs and their organizations. Technical support 

ensures that the organizations have the neces-
sary knowledge, skills and capacities to carry 
out their mass campaigns effectively. 

This section discusses how financial, technical, 
and legal support can be utilized in the form 
of emergency support, legal assistance, digital 
security, and capacity building.

Reporting human rights  
violations involving EHRDs

The Special Procedures of the Human Rights 
Council1 are independent human rights experts 
who monitor the situation in countries through 
visits, act on complaints of alleged human 
rights violations by sending communications, 
conduct thematic studies and organize expert 
consultations, contribute to the development of 
international human rights standards, engage 
in advocacy and raise public awareness and 
provide advice for technical cooperation to 
governments.

The purpose of communications is for the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) Special Procedures to draw the 
attention of governments and others on alleged 
human rights violations; ask that the violations 
are prevented, stopped,  investigated, or that 
remedial action is taken; report to the Human 
Rights Council (HRC) on communications sent 
and replies received, therefore raising public 
awareness on individual and group cases, as 
well as on legislative and policies developments 
they have addressed in a given period.

United Nations Special 
Procedures

There are Special Rapporteurs on human rights 
defenders, human rights and the environment, 
and on the rights of Indigenous peoples that 
can be contacted directly. 

You may find more information and make 
your submissions on this website or send your 
submission via email: 

 
urgent-action@ohchr.org

You may contact the following Special Rap-
porteurs directly via their email addresses:

1. Special Rapporteur on human 
rights defenders:  
defenders@ohchr.org 

2. Special Rapporteur human rights 
and the environment:  
srenvironment@ohchr.org  

3. Special Rapporteur on the rights 
of Indigenous peoples:  
indigenous@ohchr.org  

https://spsubmission.ohchr.org/
mailto:urgent-action%40ohchr.org%20%20?subject=
mailto:defenders@ohchr.org 
mailto:srenvironment@ohchr.org
mailto:indigenous@ohchr.org
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The email account unenvironment-defend-
ers@un.org has been set up to enable com-
munities and individuals whose environmental 
rights have been violated - or are in danger of 
being violated - to contact UNEP directly and in 
confidence. These emails will be responded to 
in a timely fashion and will assist UNEP, including 
its Executive Director and leadership, to take 
appropriate action.2

You may find more information here and 
send your reports to this email address: 

 
unenvironment-defenders@un.org 

The human rights treaty bodies3 are commit-
tees of independent experts that monitor im-
plementation of the core international human 
rights treaties. Each State party to a treaty has an 
obligation to take steps to ensure that everyone 
in the State can enjoy the rights set out in the 
treaty. Find out which treaties your country is a 
signatory of in this link.

The treaty bodies perform a number of func-
tions in accordance with the provisions of the 
treaties that established them. Their thematic 
focus and working methods all differ slightly, 
but in general, they consider States parties’ re-
ports, consider individual complaints, conduct 
country inquiries, adopt general comments and 
organize thematic discussions to interpret the 
provisions of their treaty or treaties, attend the 
annual meeting of Chairpersons, and contribute 
to the treaty body strengthening process.

United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) Rapid 
Response Mechanism

UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies

Front Line Defenders

Environmental Justice Atlas

Asia Pacific Network of 
Environment Defenders (APNED) 
Support Services

Learn more about the UN Human Rights Treaty 
System in this link. Submit requests or individual 
claims to a specific treaty body by sending an 
email to petitions@ohchr.org  

Front Line Defenders4 provides 24-hour support 
to human rights defenders at immediate risk. If 
in crisis, you can contact Front Line Defenders at 
any hour on the emergency hotline. Urgent ac-
tions can include faxed or phoned appeals to 
the relevant authorities, raising the case through 
the EU or individual government representatives, 
practical help with temporary relocation, assis-
tance with medical or legal expenses.

Their emergency hotline number is +353-
1-210-0489. You may find more information 
here.

The Environmental Justice (EJ) Atlas5 collects 
stories of communities struggling for environ-
mental justice from around the world. It aims to 
make these mobilizations more visible, highlight 
claims and testimonies, and to make the case 
for true corporate and state accountability for 
the injustices inflicted through their activities. It 
also attempts to serve as a virtual space for 
those working on EJ issues to get information, 
find other groups working on related issues, and 
increase the visibility of environmental conflicts. 
You may find more information about EJ Atlas 
here and make a report here.

To talk to members of the APNED Secretariat 
for more information on reporting human rights 
violations, you may send an email to info@
apned.net6 

mailto:unenvironment-defenders@un.org
mailto:unenvironment-defenders@un.org
mailto:https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/22769/UN%20Environment%20Policy%20on%20Environmental%20Defenders_08.02.18Clean.pdf%3Fsequence%3D1%26isAllowed%3Dy?subject=
mailto:unenvironment-defenders@un.org
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/TBSearch.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/publications/fact-sheets/fact-sheet-no-30-rev-1-united-nations-human-rights-treaty-system
mailto:petitions@ohchr.org
https://ejatlas.org/
https://ejatlas.org/accounts/new
mailto:info@apned.net
mailto:info@apned.net
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Organizations that provide 
emergency support  

In the process of carrying out mass cam-
paigns and other activities, there may be in-
stances where EHRDs encounter threats. These 
can come in the form of harassment, death 

threats, and illegal arrests, for example. Some-
times, these instances are urgent, requiring im-
mediate support. 

There are organizations that can provide sup-
port in case of emergent threats to security to 
the EHRD. An example of one of these organi-
zations is Front Line Defenders7 shown in Figure 
2.4.1. Their website contains an emergency 
contact form in which an EHRD can avail of 
emergency support. Front Line Defenders is also 
available for emergency calls in which an EHRD 
can talk to someone who will determine the best 
ways they can support in a situation. The call 
can be conducted in English, Spanish, French, 
Arabic, or Russian. 

ProtectDefenders.eu8 is an organization that 
provides support in the form of financial grants 
which can be used for travel, medical costs, 
and security measures. ProtectDefenders.eu has 
two programs for financial grants.

 The first is the emergency support program 
which is a rapid response mechanism for pro-

Fig. 2.4.1.  The emergency contact section of the Front Line Defenders website. 

tection measures. An EHRD can avail of grants 
for safe transportation, alarm systems, legal aid, 
medical costs, family support, etc. An EHRD can 
apply for the emergency support program and 
their situation will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis and thus a budget breakdown for 
the costs must be provided. 

The other program is the temporary reloca-
tion program for defenders at risk, in which de-
fenders at risk, with their families if needed, can 
apply for a grant that would cover the costs of 
relocating to a location of their choice. Note 
that relocation in this program is temporary and 
the goal of ProtectDefenders.eu is for the EHRD 
to be able to continue their human rights work 
once conditions allow their safe return. 

mailto:https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/emergency-contact?subject=
mailto:https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/emergency-contact?subject=
mailto:https://protectdefenders.eu/protecting-defenders/?subject=
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These steps are demonstrated in Figures 2.4.2(a)–2.4.2(b). 

Any EHRD, as defined by the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights Defenders, is eligible for a grant if 
(a) the applicant is facing risks to their well-being 
due to their work, and (b) the applicant needs 
support, wherein applicants that lack other forms 
of support will be prioritized. The process of ap-
plying for a grant is as follows:

• Download the application form for the 
respective grant (Emergency Support or 
Temporary Relocation). Alternatively, the 
secure online form can also be used.

• Answer the pertinent questions in the 
application form, including the budget 
breakdown in which the costs that need to 
be covered are indicated. The maximum 
grant that can be given for the emergen-
cy support program is 10,000 EUR, and 
the maximum grant that can be given 
for the temporary relocation program is 
60,000 EUR. 

• Submit the form to the organization where 
the case will be processed and evaluated. 

Fig. 2.4.2(a)  Open the ProtectDefenders.eu website and go to the ‘Protecting Defenders’ section. 
Click ‘Download Form.’ 

An EHRD can apply for the emergency support 
program and their situation will be evaluated 
on a case-by-case basis and thus a budget 
breakdown for the costs must be provided. 
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Fig. 2.4.2(b)  Fill out the pertinent questions in the form which will be downloaded 

Fig. 2.4.2(c)  Send the form via the indicated email (eg@protectdefenders.eu). One may also use the 
Secured Contact Form which can immediately be found on their site. 

Other organizations that provide support for 
EHRDs at risk are Lifeline9 and Urgent Action for 
Women’s Rights - Asia Pacific (UAF-AP).10 The 
latter specifically provides emergency support 
funds for women human rights defenders. All 
follow similar procedures in applying for a grant.

mailto:https://www.csolifeline.org/emergency-assistance-1?subject=
mailto:https://www.channelfoundation.org/grants/urgent-action-fund-for-womens-human-rights-asia-pacific/?subject=
mailto:https://www.channelfoundation.org/grants/urgent-action-fund-for-womens-human-rights-asia-pacific/?subject=
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Organizations that provide  
legal assistance   

One example of an organization that provides 
legal assistance is the Accountability Counsel.11 
Specializing in human rights and environmental 
issues, they assist people impacted by interna-
tionally-funded projects. The organization’s law-
yers guide communities through the process of 
engaging with accountability offices, which are 
mechanisms set in place by some institutions in 
which affected individuals can raise concerns. 
They also have a policy advocacy and research 
arm in addition to their legal assistance work. 
A guide is also accessible on their website for 
a more detailed run-down on the process of 
seeking accountability, among other things.

Another example is the Environmental De-
fender Law Center (EDLC),12 an organization 
that assists environmental defenders in finding 
free-of-charge lawyers and procuring resources 
and grants necessary for their work. With a focus 
on protecting human rights of environmental 
defenders in the Global South, the EDLC has 
worked in over 60 countries around the world.

Likewise, the American Bar Association - Center 
for Human Rights13 coordinates pro bono legal 
support and engages in advocacy on behalf 
of human rights defenders around the world. 
Its staff attorneys have regional portfolios and 
extensive regional and legal expertise.

EarthRights International14 files groundbreaking 
accountability cases against corporations and 
governments globally and defends earth rights 
activists against civil and criminal liability. It also 
develops specialized legal tools and pioneers 
innovative legal strategies.

 

With its Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide 
(ELAW)15 global alliance of attorneys, scientists, 
and other advocates collaborating across bor-
ders, the ELAW Secretariat is able to intervene 
when its lawyer partners are threatened or at-
tacked.

Lastly, the website Environmental Legal Pro-
tection - Legal Assistance and Resources for 
Environmental Defenders16 contains a database 
that links environmental defenders from around 
the world, as well as the general public, to or-
ganizations that can provide them with legal 
support as part of the UNEP’s work on environ-
mental rights.

With a focus 
on protecting 

human rights of 
environmental 

defenders in the 
Global South, the 

EDLC has worked in 
over 60 countries 
around the world.

mailto:https://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/accountability-resources/guides/?subject=
mailto:https://edlc.org/?subject=
mailto:https://edlc.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.americanbar.org/groups/human_rights/justice_defenders/?subject=
mailto:https://www.americanbar.org/groups/human_rights/justice_defenders/?subject=
mailto:https://earthrights.org/litigation-and-legal-advocacy/?subject=
mailto:https://elaw.org/defenderscoalition?subject=
mailto:https://elaw.org/defenderscoalition?subject=
mailto:https://environmentallegalprotection.informea.org/?subject=
mailto:https://environmentallegalprotection.informea.org/?subject=
mailto:https://environmentallegalprotection.informea.org/?subject=
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Digital
Security   

Digital security is crucial especially when it 
comes to communicating with fellow EHRDs 
about the mass campaign and organizational 
activities. 

Digital security includes proper protocols that 
must be followed in communicating online, 
such as having encrypted files and folders and 
an end-to-end encrypted messaging medium. 

Digital Security Helpline17 is an organization that 
provides EHRDs and their organizations technical 
assistance and advice for digital security. This 
assistance and advice come in the form of 
digital security risk assessment, instruction, dig-
ital security strategizing, guidance on security 
practices, support for technical infrastructure 
such as digital security training, etc. 

Other organizations, such as the ones includ-
ed previously, provide technical assistance and 
financial assistance. Front Line Defenders has 
programs on digital security training.18 Protect-
Defenders.eu also provides grants in order to 
cover the costs of digital security. 

Digital Security Helpline can be contacted 
through either email (help@accessnow.org) 
or via a public key in the help section of their 
website. Figure 2.4.3. shows how to access this 
Digital Security Helpline. Within two hours of re-
quest, they will secure a communications chan-
nel and then confirm the EHRD’s identity with 
their partners (this is in case of impersonation). 
After the EHRD’s needs are communicated, they 
will provide the necessary technical support. 

Digital Security Helpline 

Other organizations

Fig. 2.4.3. An EHRD can contact the Digital Security Helpline by going to the help section and clicking 
‘Contact Us.’ 

mailto:https://www.accessnow.org/help/?subject=
mailto:https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/digital-security-resources?subject=
mailto:help@accessnow.org
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Organizations that provide grants 
for Environmental Defenders

Organizations that provide grants 
for Human Rights Defenders (HRD)

For activists in the frontlines focusing on environmental issues, here 
are some of the organizations that can be approached for financial 
support specifically for environmental justice initiatives.

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

Capacity building grants for grassroots groups working with rural or urban 
communities of color, and those of low wealth in the USA.19

Support for temporary relocation, trial observation, and other urgent matters for Asian human rights 
defenders within the FORUM-Asia network.20

Support for security trainings, as well as an emergency fund for relocation, legal aid, other costs.21

Small grants for victims of human rights violations, towards temporary relocation or medical treat-
ment.22

Emergency funding for at-risk EHRDs, grants for civil society organizations facing restrictions, and 
grants for building resiliency of civil society organizations.23

Support for environmental defenders in the Global South.12

Support for communities impacted by internationally- funded projects.11

Environmental issues often intersect with human rights issues. A HRD may tackle a particular issue 
surrounding human rights, whether it be gender, freedom of the press, or artistic freedoms. The 
following is a list of some examples of organizations that provide grants for EHRDs working on 
particular human rights issues.

CHEJ Small Grants Program

FORUM-ASIA

G
en

er
al

Civil Rights Defenders

Amnesty International

Freedom House

Environmental Defender Law Center

Accountability Counsel 

mailto:https://chej.org/chej-small-grants-program?subject=
mailto:https://edlc.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.accountabilitycounsel.org/?subject=
mailto:http://forum-asia.org?subject=
mailto:http://crd.org?subject=
mailto:http://amnesty.org/en?subject=
mailto:http://freedomhouse.org?subject=
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Emergency support for EHRDs fighting for LGBTQ rights.23

Support for professional and citizen journalists (and their 
families) who have experienced violence, legal reprisal, 
and other threats.30

Fund for journalists facing violence, persecution, threats, or illness.31

Support for journalists (and their families) in case of killings, injury, and threats, 
including response to urgent situations.32

Rapid response grants to women and trans human rights defenders facing immediate threats.24

Support for women, girls, trans, and intersex human rights activists.25

Support for initiatives of national, women-led civil society organizations that aim to empower 
women economically and politically.26

Support for gender justice movements, including gender-sensitive crisis response grants.27

Support for initiatives towards addressing, reducing, 
and eliminating violence against women.28

Support for LGBTQ communities in focus countries, 
including support for increased safety of LGBTQ 
people.29

Freedom House LGBTI Assistance Program 

Reporters Without Borders Assistance 
for Journalists

International Federation of Journalists Safety Fund

International Media Support

G
en

d
er

 Is
su

es
Jo

ur
na

lis
ts

 a
t R

is
k

Urgent Action Fund

Mama Cash

UN Trust Fund for Gender Equality 

Global Fund for Women

UN Trust Fund to End Violence Against Women

Arcus

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

mailto:http://freedomhouse.org?subject=
mailto:https://urgentactionfund.org/what-we-do/rapid-response-grantmaking/?subject=
mailto:https://www.mamacash.org/en/en-homepage?subject=
mailto:https://www.unwomen.org/en/trust-funds/fund-for-gender-equality?subject=
mailto:http://www.globalfundforwomen.org?subject=
mailto:https://www.unwomen.org/en/trust-funds/un-trust-fund-to-end-violence-against-women?subject=
mailto:https://www.arcusfoundation.org/our-support/?subject=
mailto:https://rsf.org/en/individual-support?subject=
mailto:https://www.ifj.org/safety-fund.html?subject=
mailto:https://www.mediasupport.org/what-we-do/safety-for-journalists/%23safety-fund?subject=
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Through the Artist Protection Fund, support for threatened artists of any field to bring them to in-
stitutions in safe countries.33

Support for persecuted art practitioners at serious risk, including provision of long-term (though 
temporary) shelter for artists.34

Platform compiling initiatives of different institutions which can provide assistance to persecuted 
artists.35

Support for artists in the Arab region, whether they are persecuted for their creative work or they 
are affected by socio-political violence and instability in their area.36

Support for civil society organizations 
combatting modern-day slavery 
through humanitarian, psychological, 
social, legal, medical, and/or finan-
cial assistance.37

Support for civil society organizations 
providing medical, psychological, le-
gal, social, and other forms of assis-
tance to victims of torture.38

Institute of International Education

Artists at Risk

Artists at Risk Connection

Culture Resource

United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for 
Contemporary Forms of 
Slavery

United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for 
Victims of Torture

A
rt

is
ts

 a
t R

is
k 

V
ic

ti
m

s 
o

f T
o

rt
ur

e 
an

d
 S

la
ve

ry

Do note that because the movement for 
environmental justice is intersectional, EHRDs 
may be able to avail of these depending on 
the nature of their work. For example, a jour-
nalist at risk covering ecocide can avail of the 
grants for journalists at risk. 

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

/ Link

mailto:https://www.iie.org/Programs/Artist-Protection-Fund?subject=
mailto:https://artistsatrisk.org/apply/%3Flang%3Den?subject=
mailto:https://artistsatriskconnection.org/?subject=
mailto:https://mawred.org/stand-for-art/%3Flang%3Den?subject=
mailto:https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Slavery/UNVTFCFS/Pages/WhattheFundis.aspx?subject=
mailto:https://www.ohchr.org/en/about-us/funding-and-budget/trust-funds/united-nations-voluntary-fund-victims-torture?subject=
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Organizations that provide 
capacity building programs 

While emergency support helps EHRDs re-
spond to urgent threats which they currently 
cannot address independently or with their or-
ganization, capacity building ensures that these 
organizations are able to withstand said threats 
and risks. Capacity building would entail hav-
ing the EHRDs be able to support themselves 
in times of risk and threat in order for them to 
independently sustain their human rights work. 

Protection International is one example of an 
organization that carries out capacity building 
programs. A screenshot of their site’s section on 
these programs is shown in Figure 2.4.4. 

Their capacity building program focuses on 
teaching communities, organizations, activists, 
and EHRDs ways to devise their risk manage-
ment strategies, build networks of support, and 
carry out campaign work to resist criminaliza-
tion. Protection International may also connect 
EHRDs with government and state apparatuses 
(when they are not themselves threatening the 
EHRDs) for support. Protection International’s end 
goal is to have EHRDs be able to independently 
protect themselves from risks and threats.39 

Protection International 

Fig. 2.4.4. One can view the types of capacity training on Protection International’s website.  

mailto:https://www.protectioninternational.org/en/our-work/what/capacity-building%23:~:text%3DProtection%2520International%27s%2520capacity%2520building%2520programme%2Cfaced%2520by%2520threats%2520and%2520aggressions?subject=
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EarthRights International provides communi-
ty-level training and seminars, focusing on envi-
ronment-related issues. Figure 2.4.5. shows their 
section on capacity training. EarthRights Interna-
tional has experience in conducting community 
training with Indigenous peoples  in the Mekong 
region and in the Amazon region, with sessions 

touching on issues surrounding development 
aggression. EarthRights International brings in 
experts from environmental and human rights 
fields with the goal of teaching local activists 
ways to sustain their campaigns and lead their 
communities amidst threats and risks.40 

The Diplomacy Training Program (DTP) is an 
independent non-governmental organization 
based in Australia that works with civil society 
across the Asia-Pacific in advancing human 
rights causes through capacity building. Follow-
ing a participatory methodology in its training 
programs, the DTP uses role-playing scenarios, 
practical exercises and case studies, among 
other approaches, to improve the negotia-
tion and lobbying techniques of participants. 
Other sessions cover using social media and 
the internet effectively for campaigns. Various 
themes are covered in the training program, 
such as migrant workers’ rights, human rights 
and business, child rights, rights of persons with 
disabilities, among others.31

The Global Network for Human Rights and the 
Environment (GNHRE), in partnership with the 
UNEP, hosts an annual summer/winter School 
for Human Rights and the Environment. Ses-
sions, which last a few days, tackle specific 
environmental and human rights issues which 
campaigners can participate in. These sessions 
are open and free for anyone who wishes to 
attend.32

EarthRights International 

Diplomacy Training 
Program

Global Network for Human 
Rights and the Environment

Fig. 2.4.4. One can view the types of capacity training on Protection International’s website.  

mailto:https://earthrights.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.dtp.unsw.edu.au/?subject=
mailto:https://gnhre.org/community/gnhre-org-schoolofhumanrightsandenvironment/?subject=
mailto:https://gnhre.org/community/gnhre-org-schoolofhumanrightsandenvironment/?subject=
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Asia Pacific Network of 
Environment Defenders (APNED)

Cultural Survival

International Network for 
Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights (ESCR-Net)

FIDH — International Federation 
for Human Rights

Global Witness

International Indigenous 
Peoples Movement for Self 
Determination and Liberation 
(IPMSDL)

Support for  
campaigns 
and advocacy

APNED is a solidarity campaign network of in-
dividuals, civil society groups, and peoples’ or-
ganizations in the Asia-Pacific region that aims to 
facilitate support to EHRDs, conduct campaigns 
at the national and international levels, raise 
awareness on the situation of defenders, seek 
justice for human rights violations, advocate for 
the recognition of the vital role of defenders in 
environmental protection, monitor and docu-
ment human rights violations, and campaign 
for policies and other protection mechanisms 
for defenders.6

Cultural Survival’s Advocacy Program supports 
Indigenous peoples around the globe by ampli-
fying grassroots movements to bring awareness 
and international pressure to their struggles while 
enhancing Indigenous communities’ capacity, 
always at the invitation of community leaders, 
to demand and assert their rights outlined in 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).43

The System of Solidarity (SOS) is a vehicle to har-
ness the collective voice of ESCR-Net — through 
online petitions, collective letters, outreach via 
social and mainstream media, and sharing re-
sources and tools — to increase protection for (E)
HRDs under threat and prevent imminent human 
rights violations from taking place.44

Global Witness campaigns for governments 
and international organizations to adopt reg-
ulations that respect and protect EHRDs, and 
to bring perpetrators to justice. It also pressures 
businesses and financiers to look at their supply 
chains and operations.46

IPMSDL is a global network of Indigenous peo-
ples’ rights activists, advocates, and organiza-
tions committed to advancing the rights of In-
digenous peoples to self-determination, land 
and life.47

The Observatory has developed several ways 
to take action in response to the demands and 
specific nature of each situation: issuing and dis-
tributing urgent alerts in six languages, provision 
of emergency grants (medical, psychological 
and legal support; help with relocation) and 
capacity grants, prison visits, judicial observation 
and defense, national and international advo-
cacy, investigative missions, public campaigns 
on social media and the internet, urgent advo-
cacy directed at actors of social change, initi-
ating legal and paralegal recourse, analyzing 
repressive trends (through their Annual Report), 
consolidating the intergovernmental system for 
protecting defenders (‘inter-mechanism’ pro-
cess and advocacy), etc. For more information, 
you may visit their website.45

mailto:https://apned.net/?subject=
mailto:https://www.culturalsurvival.org/programs/advocacy?subject=
mailto:https://www.escr-net.org/sos?subject=
mailto:https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/environmental-activists/?subject=
mailto:https://www.ipmsdl.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders?subject=
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MiningWatch Canada

Agir Ensemble pour les Droits de 
L’Homme (Working Together for 
Human Rights)

Asian Forum for Human Rights 
and Development (FORUM-ASIA)

Civil Rights Defenders

Civicus

Coalition for Human Rights in 
Development

Amnesty International

MiningWatch Canada works in solidarity with 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities 
who are dealing with potential or actual industri-
al mining operations (involving Canadian mining 
companies) that affect their lives and territories, 
or with the legacy of closed mines, as well as 
with mineworkers and former workers seeking 
safe working conditions and fair treatment.48

Created less than a year after the United Na-
tions Declaration for the Protection of Human 
Rights Defenders, the Emergency Fund mech-
anism for defenders at risk of Acting Together 
is historically the first French fund dedicated to 
this cause. Taking into account that EHRDs are 
increasingly persecuted and threatened, the 
Emergency Fund has the mandate to provide 
financial assistance adapted to the needs of 
defenders in danger and to ensure regular mon-
itoring of the situation of each of them.49

FORUM-ASIA provides urgent financial assis-
tance including for temporary relocation for their 
members/partner organizations or human rights 
defenders working together with their members/
partners in Asia. They also offer costs for trial 
observer teams to be present during the trial 
of human rights defenders.20

The organization provides emergency funds 
which can be used for relocation efforts, legal 
aid, or other costs necessary for the security of 
human rights defenders.21 

Civicus’ Donor Finder includes a list of progres-
sive donors offering funding and non-financial 
resources to civil society, including small and 
even informal groups and individual activists. It 
contains simple but complete profiles, organ-
ized by geographic region, that will help you 
identify donors who align with your work and 
needs.51

The Community Resource Exchange (CRE) is 
a system to facilitate collaborations and co-de-
velop strategies with and among communities 
defending their rights in the context of interna-
tional investments and development projects. It 
works at the direction of communities and their 
partners, to coordinate: linkages with potential 
allies and collaborators, exchange of informa-
tion and resources, sustained collaborations, 
cross-learning among communities leading 
similar struggles, and access to small financial 
assistance (under US$ 5,000) through regular 
calls for applications.52

Amnesty runs a small relief fund for individuals 
who have suffered human rights violations and 
need financial assistance, for example, to be 
relocated for some time or for medical assis-
tance due to the violations suffered.50

Funds  
and grants

mailto:https://miningwatch.ca/?subject=
mailto:https://agir-ensemble-droits-humains.org/fr/notre-fonds-durgence/?subject=
mailto:https://agir-ensemble-droits-humains.org/fr/notre-fonds-durgence/?subject=
mailto:https://www.forum-asia.org/?subject=
mailto:https://crd.org/?subject=
mailto:https://www.civicus.org/index.php/donor-finder?subject=
mailto:https://rightsindevelopment.org/our-work/community-resource-exchange/?subject=
mailto:https://www.amnesty.org/en/?subject=
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Front Line Defenders

Global Greengrants Fund

Indigenous People Rights 
International 

Digital Defenders Partnership

FIDH — International Federation 
for Human Rights

Protection Grants can pay for provisions to 
improve the security and protection of human 
rights defenders and their organizations, includ-
ing, but not limited to, improving physical securi-
ty of an organization or individual, digital security 
and communications security, supporting legal 
fees for EHRDs who are being judicially harassed, 
paying for medical fees for EHRDs who have 
been attacked or who have suffered a medical 
condition as a result of their peaceful human 
rights activities, and providing family assistance 
for imprisoned EHRDs or family members who 
are at risk because of an EHRD’s activities.58

Global Greengrants works to protect the rights 
of individuals and communities to defend the 
environment. The ability for EHRDs to organize, 
voice their opinions, access environmental and 
social information, protest, and meaningfully 
participate in decisions about their environment 
and livelihoods are fundamental to a healthy 
civil society. It provides funding to EHRDs at risk 
identified through a global network of advisors.59

The Global Initiative to address criminalization 
of and impunity against Indigenous peoples is a 
global effort led by Indigenous peoples’ leaders 
and organizations to strengthen coordination, 
solidarity and actions on this critical issue at all 
levels to improve the situation of indigenous 

The Incident Emergency Fund is a rapid re-
sponse mechanism for human rights defend-
ers, journalists, activists, or organizations facing 
digital threats and attacks. It covers costs of 
activities that directly reduce the impact of a 
digital attack.53

The Sustainable Protection Fund aims to help 
human rights organizations or collectives build 
their long-term digital security capacities. These 
can include new computers, servers, or hosting 
for data or websites, technical support in im-
plementing new systems, training or accom-
paniment processes on digital security or other 
aspects of security and protection, measures to 
improve physical security, which support infor-
mation management and digital security and 
measures to address the psychological and 
psychosocial impacts of digital threats.54

The Regional Partnership Fund supports initi-
atives promoting online freedom and digital 
or holistic protection for human rights defend-
ers. These can include the provision of inter-
net access in cases of shutdowns, slowdowns, 
censorship, or infrastructural damage, the pro-
vision of training or accompaniment on digital 
security or other aspects of security to human 
rights defenders at risk, the provision of expert 
advice, digital forensic analysis, hosting, or other 
technical services to civil society and lobbying 
and advocacy work for digital rights and internet 
freedom.55

FIDH, under the Observatory for the Protec-
tion of Human Rights Defenders, provides emer-
gency material support to at-risk human rights 
defenders working in the most difficult circum-
stances. Costs eligible for financial support or 
direct material support include the following: 
physical security, digital security, communi-
cations, capacity building in security, secure 
transportation, legal support, medical support 

(including psychosocial support and rehabilita-
tion), humanitarian assistance (including family 
support), urgent relocation, urgent monitoring, 
reporting or advocacy).56

mailto:https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/programme/protection-grants?subject=
mailto:https://www.greengrants.org/what-we-do/right-to-defend-the-environment/?subject=
mailto:https://iprights.org/%3FItemid%3D224?subject=
mailto:https://www.digitaldefenders.org/funding/incident-emergency-fund/?subject=
mailto:https://www.digitaldefenders.org/funding/sustainable-protection-fund/?subject=
mailto:https://www.digitaldefenders.org/funding/regional-partnership-fund/?subject=
mailto:https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/financial-support/grant-application-for-human-rights-defenders-at-risk?subject=
mailto:https://www.fidh.org/en/issues/human-rights-defenders/financial-support/grant-application-for-human-rights-defenders-at-risk?subject=
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peoples. It raises and allocates funds to provide 
emergency support for Indigenous leaders, and 
EHRDs needing protection or security measures; 
and for victims and or their families seeking jus-
tice through legal and other forms of remedies 
or support.60

The Legal Empowerment Fund (LEF) offers 
long-term core funding to grassroots activists 
and organizations who are supporting their 
communities to tackle systemic injustices and 
advocate for expanded protections under the 
law.65

Urgent Action Fund’s Rapid Response Grants 
support the resilience of women’s and trans 
movements by providing flexible and responsive 
support to women defenders who face immedi-
ate threats and by supporting advocacy when 
unanticipated opportunities emerge to set new 
legal or policy precedents.66

The Directory of Emergency/Rapid Response 
Grants was compiled by the Human Rights De-
fenders Working Group. It contains information 
on the type of support, description of the grants 
and contact information of the organization 
providing these.61

Lifeline rapid response advocacy grants give 
local CSOs the resources to push back against 
closures of civic space as they arise. Lifeline 
advocacy grants are highly flexible, and can 
support a wide variety of activities, such as com-
munity mobilization, policy and legal analysis, 
civil society coalition building, strategic litigation, 
awareness raising campaigns, and advocacy 
capacity building.62

Lifeline rapid response resiliency grants provide 
support to at-risk CSOs to proactively mitigate 
the threats they face and help them continue 
to work in high-risk environments. These grants 
are highly flexible and support a range of ac-
tivities including digital or physical security train-
ing; technical training on how to respond to 
restrictive CSO legislation; building peer-to-peer 
support networks, or establishing temporary col-
laborative space to help CSOs return to work.63

For more information, you may visit their web-
site or send an email to info@csolifeline.org  

International Human Rights 
Funders Group (IHRFG)

The Fund for  
Global Human Rights

Urgent Action Fund for  
Women’s Human Rights

Lifeline for Embattled Civil 
Society Organizations

mailto:https://globalhumanrights.org/what-we-do/legal-empowerment/?subject=
mailto:https://urgentactionfund.org/apply-for-a-grant/criteriado-i-fit/?subject=
mailto:https://www.hrfn.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Directory_EmergencyResponseGrants_2015_0.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://www.hrfn.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Directory_EmergencyResponseGrants_2015_0.pdf?subject=
mailto:https://www.csolifeline.org/advocacy-grants-1?subject=
mailto:https://www.csolifeline.org/resiliency-grants?subject=
mailto:info@csolifeline.org
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This section has given a brief overview on the 
ways an EHRD can avail of support in times of 
risk and threats. Front Line Defenders provides 
a further discussion on assessing threats and 

risks for EHRDs as well as managing well-being 
and security in several workbooks.67 (See Figure 
2.4.6.) 

In times of risk and threats, EHRDs will also face 
challenges to their mental health. Indeed, these 
can stem from a wide range of causes, such 
as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), trauma 

due to threats and harassment. Resources can 
be accessed online about this topic. The next 
module also discusses this in a more in-depth 
manner. 

Websites with  
information and resources 

Fig. 2.4.6. Front Line Defenders also provides workbooks on security.

mailto:https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/workbook-security?subject=
mailto:https://www.hhri.org/thematic-page-post/hr-defenders-subheading/mental-health-related-issues/?subject=
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